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Gentlemgns

In congsidering possible changes dn the constitubion of the Culf Coas+
Section of SHPM, here are some suggestions s

Article T1T. Membership

Par, 5, "Hach candidate for membership shall submil to the secretary
an application on a form authorized Ly the Council for this purpose,! add,
fond endorsed by two members in pood sbtanding.! This is suggested since we
are now receiving applications from many people not known to the Council.

Par. O, Sowe of onr members have sugeegted deleting the provision of
this paragraph. Any member or associate has to meet the residence reqguirement
at the time of joining, and his move from the Gulf Coast may be temporary.
fiven 11 the move iz permanent, he may retain his dntercst in the area, Moy
individuals belong to a local socieby other than the one in their ares of
residerce.

Avticle IV, Officers

Pars 2. Tt has been sugpested that the editor bhe elected rather +han
appointed. This would relieve the president of some respons ibility; however
it is best to have the editor im the ¢iby in which the corvention is held.
This might be more easily accomplished by appointment than by election. If
the provision for election is adopled, then the phrase » “appointed by the pres..
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ident," will have to be deleted from Article ITY of the By-laws,

Par, 3. Instead of, "He shall alsc be chairman of the Committee re-
gponsible for arranging the program of the anmuwal meebing," sobstitute the
¥provision that he shall actively solicit papers for the anmual meeting, and
insure thalt the program for the anmual meeting is arranged in a suitable manner,
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This is suggested since 1t is wore practical to have the program chairman in
the c¢ity that the ccoovenbion ig held, The business representative of that
city could alsc serve in this capacify. The vice-president could still be
respensible to see that the program arrangement is suitable, The provision
that he shall actively solicit papers is sugpested since his duties are very
limited as specified by the present constitulion,

Par, 6. Some members have suggested that all of the Council not he
required to pass on candidates for membership if Article IIL, par. 5 is changed
as cited above, This suggestion is probably due to the heavy load of work
required last year by the large influx of new membeirs. This would eliminste
the fround-robint routing of applications; however, the Council may never again
in one year be burdened to the extent witnessed in 1960,
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Par. 8. BShould the word W irst" be changed to "immediate,® or "most

recently retiredh?

Article V. Meelbings -

Par, 2. It has been suggesbted thalt the program chairman be appointed
in the city in which the convention is to be held and that he act under the
supervision of the vice-president or with his concurrence, Also, some mewbers
feel that the provision for including papers by our members in the wain program
should be chanped, since the Sectlon may gain more publicity and prestige by
having a seperate session, ‘

By-laws
Article I. Dues

Par, 2, It has heen suggested that dues be raised to $2.00 per year so
that we can have more operating capibal; bub, there are objections to raising
duest, Capital can probably be raised by selling publications and spensoring
independent field trips,

Par, I The last clause "provided settlement is made of any outstanding
indebtedness," should probably be deleted since we have no regular publicalbion,
If a delinquent member pays for the year(s) in which delinguent, he receives
nothing for his money, Other orpganizations such as SEPM or AAPG would supply
bulletins for the year(s) paid up; but, we have no provision for this.

Article TT, Tilections

Par. 2. The provisions of the second sentence of this paragraph are
thought to be unnecessary. Associate merbers can now vote; so, if the secretary
will make sure that ballots are mailed only to members and associates in good
standing, there is no likelihood of a fraduleut vote. A wpost card bearing the
ballct should be sufficient.

Article TV, Business Hepresentatives

Par, I, Change, "each local geological sociely aflfiliated with the Cuif
Coast Association of Geological Societies," to read, "each area needed in the
Gulf Coast.! The old wording could preclude several large cilties and universities
in the area,




Article Ve, Anendments

rare 2, Add, "or proposed amendment may be initiated by the Council,w
Ffor clarity,

Article VI, Audit

Pare. 1. All accounts may not be closed at the time of the amual report;
80, perhaps a provision should be added to dnsure a Fipal audit after the annual
meeting, if necessary,

Please give me your commenbs and sugrestions on the above ideas and any
others that you wish to 1ist. After T have heard from each of you, T will
compile all possible changes and submit them 4o the Council for vobe since a
majority of the Council must approve any changes submitbted o our members tor
votes After the Council has voted on the propesed revisions, the specific
wording of the approved changes will be worked out, and the final draft
submitted to the Council for approval,

Sincerely yours,

David &, Pope
ce:lir. C, M Quipley
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